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Grade 7 Mass 
Johannesburg

Grade 7 learners from 23 of our schools 
gathered at Regina Mundi Parish for 
their annual Grade 7 Mass. The learners, 
all beautifully behaved, were wonderful 
ambassadors of their respective schools. 
Everyone competently carried out the 
duties allocated to them with confidence 
and pride – whether they were altar 
servers, ushers or readers, or whether 
they led the prayers, sang or performed 
liturgical dances; whether they brought 
up the offertory gifts or carried 
their school banner aloft!

The message shared by 
parish priest, Fr Reg 
Anthony OMI, was 
truly meaningful. He 
reminded young people 
about walking forward in 
the right direction. Fr Reg 
was joined by school chaplains 
who came to concelebrate Mass: Fr 
Thabo Mothiba (St Benedict’s College), 
Fr Mokesh Morar (Holy Family College), 
Fr Teboho Matseke (St David’s Marist, 
Inanda), Fr Graham Bouwer (Sancta Maria 
Junior School).

The grade 7 learners were amazing in their 
donations of groceries and money! Apart 
from the many boxes generously handed 
to the various outreach organizations, 
an astounding cash amount of R2814.70 
was collected during the Offertory 
Procession!

Grade 7 Mass 
East Rand

St Patrick’s Parish, Benoni 
welcomed learners from our 

East Rand Catholic Schools, for the 
second Grade 7 Mass this year, hosted by 
St Columba’s School. 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

walking
forward
t o g e t h e r

Catholic Schools 
in Gauteng have 
been Walking 
Forward Together 

with creativity and enthusiasm!

Fr David Evans celebrated Mass, 
reminding the young people of how 
privileged they are to be able to foster 
a special personal relationship with 
God. He encouraged them not to forget 
this precious gift of faith they received 
during their years at Primary School, but 
to take it with them wherever they go, 
especially as they begin High School 
next year. Every school contributed 
meaningfully to a wonderful celebration, 
from singing and dancing, to reading 
and praying. 

Learners also displayed great generosity 
in their donation of gifts to those who 
are less privileged.

Advent

O Come
O Come

Emmanual

  E
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Grade 7 Mass Johannesburg and East Rand

Busloads of young people excitedly filled 
up the Linder Auditorium at the Wits 
Education Campus on Tuesday, 12th 
September for the annual concert-
style Choir Festival. The young 
men from St David’s Marist 
did a terrific job of showing 
schools to their seats. They 
kept things flowing well 
throughout the morning 
along with their teacher, Mr 
Jaco Ferreira who was our skilled 
MC for the event.

As always, the standard 
of performance was 
exceptionally high, with 
the audience thoroughly 
enjoying the offering 
from every school. Voices, 
drums, pianos, violins, 
guitars, dance outfits and floral 
crowns all contributed to the colourful 
entertainment and wonderful variety of 
song and dance. 

Choir Festival Linder Auditorium



We salute the teachers and choirs who came together to share and showcase their 
magnificent talent. All the hours of preparation that went into both events made our 
Choir Festival 2017 a wonderfully worthwhile experience. It truly was a special blessing 
to be able to use our varied gifts of music, song and dance during Heritage Month 
to build unity, experience harmony and affirm the giftedness of our young people. 
Our 2017 theme song, Walking Forward Together, was beautifully performed as the 
massed item on both days. The Choir Festivals are among our many proud moments 
as we celebrate the legacy of Catholic Education.
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Choir Festival Holy Rosary Workshop
Holy Rosary School in Edenvale hosted our second day of festival held in the format 
of a workshop. Choirs gathered together in their respective phase groups, in different 
parts of the school, where they learned TWO news songs each, under the batons of:

 Louise de Sousa & Stephanie Fouche in the Foundation Phase

 Andrea Mitas & Shirley Conway in the Intermediate Phase

 Rob Stewardson & Pauline Penny in the High School Group

Bishop Shanahan Hall was abuzz with exuberant enthusiasm from the learners, and 
proud appreciation from parents and teachers. The songs were delightfully showcased 
with so much energy, particularly from the Intermediate and Junior Phase groups. Mrs 
Janet Chalmers (St Benedict’s) and her organizing team from Holy Rosary School were 
outstanding!



RE Seminar
More than 100 Religious Education 
Teachers and Coordinators turned out to 
spend a valuable afternoon together at 
the second RE Seminar for 2017 held on 21 
September, at st augustine College. The 
opening reflection challenged teachers 
to embrace their role as prophets who 
are called to tell God’s Story. This tied in 
to the celebration of Heritage Day on 24 
September.

Paul Faller from the CIE shared his 
experience of a conference he attended 
in Sydney, Australia which focused on the 
challenges facing Religious Education 
in the modern world. It was really 
sobering to reflect on how effective and 
meaningful the teaching of RE needs to 
be for our young people. 

RE staff then had the opportunity to 
share their experience and practice in 
break-away sessions for the Foundation, 
Intersen and Senior Phases. 

In a video clip, Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Brisbane, Australia reminded 
attendees, in the words of Pope Francis, to “…look and see more!” This was 
quite inspirational alongside the address by Dr Mark Potterton on the future 
of Catholic Education. As members of the Catholic Schools Network, we are 
challenged to stay hopeful and positive, even in the face of the many challenges 
facing us daily.

Principals 
Forum
Principals gathered 
at Bishop Shanahan 
Hall for their quarterly 
meeting on 10 October. 

Dr Deon Oerson, Dr Mark 
Potterton, Sydney Makhani, 
Jacinta Lucas, Sr Francis 
Sheehy

Eleanor Hough addressing 
Principals

Jenny Potgieter thanks 
Paul Faller

Break Away Sessions in 
Phase Groups

The Season of 
Advent

Advent derives from the 
Latin adventus meaning 
‘arrival’ or ‘approach’. 
This season connects us 
spiritually with God’s plan 
of redemption for the world, 
through Jesus Christ.

During this time, we prepare 
to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus at his first Advent, 
and we anticipate the 
return of Christ the King 
in his Second Advent. We 
experience a longing in our 
hearts as the Holy Spirit 
draws us into ever deepening 
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relationship 
with God as 
we wait for 
the Christ 
to restore 
all things to 
Himself.



Grade 11 Leadership 
Day
Young leaders going into Grade 12 
were given an opportunity to explore 
and hone the skills they will need for 
successful leadership in 2018.

On 16th September nearly 170 grade 11 
students from 12 of our high schools, 
actively participated in a morning 
of learning and sharing, hosted at St 
David’s Marist, Inanda. Dave Smith 
and Steph Bauer from St David’s led 
an excellent team of facilitators who 
took the young people through their 
paces.  Rose Karam (Roedean School) 
and Colin Northmore (Sacred Heart 
College) presented a number of critical 
aspects pertinent to young leaders, 

including 
knowledge 

of various 
leadership 
styles and 

learning how 
to be true to 
yourself. 

Head prefects currently 
in grade 12 also had the 

chance to share some of their 
own lived experience of 

leadership in school.

Dave Smith & Rose Karam

Young Leaders with Dave 
Smith, Steph Bauer & Rosa 
Calaca

Colin Northmore

Pre-Primary Cluster 
Group
On Tuesday 25 July a CSO Pre-Primary 
cluster meeting was held at Sacred Heart 
College. Staff enjoyed tea together, 
followed by an introduction to Bodywise 
- an extra mural programme connecting 
occupational therapy and boxing skills 
for small children.     

Susan Jacobson from Sacred Heart 
College explored the practical side of the 
Reggio Emilia Approach to education, 
which could definitely be utilized higher 
up in the Foundation Phase.  
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Frances Correia chats to Lorna Fourie Heather Blanckensee and Colin Northmore

They explored Working with & through 
people with Gary Norton (Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer) and Mike Thiel (St 
David’s Marist Inanda), while Graham 
Howarth (Dominican Convent) dealt 
with Management of Resources. The 
very practical Legal component of the 
course was hosted at Sacred Heart 
College by Heather Blanckensee and 
Colin Northmore. Frances Correia from 
the Jesuit Institute provided a Spirituality 
dynamic that was certainly appreciated 
by participants.

Growing Leaders 
2017 Leadership 
Course 
Participants enjoyed their last 
few modules of their Leadership 
Course. 

SAFEGUARDING 
CHILDREN 

WORKSHOPS 2018
CREATING PEACEFUL 

SCHOOLS

It is a requirement that all school staff in 
Catholic Schools attend such a workshop.  
This is designed for everyone who has 
any contact with children, including 
academic staff, all support staff, after-
care staff and sport coaches. You may 
have had a workshop recently, but it is 
important that new staff are trained.

Should you wish to host such a workshop, 
please contact the facilitators:
Eleanor Hough (011 447 9219), at 
eleanor@cso.za.org for Johannesburg 
Schools or Peter Ross (0828284979), at 
peterrichardross@gmail.com for Pretoria 
Schools
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De La Salle Holy Cross College

The Grade 7 Community Service group 
at De La Salle Holy Cross College created 
a special activity corner with books, 
educational toys and games, a new 
carpet and some beanbags to surprise 
pupils at Sparrow Foundation School in 
Melville.

Assumption Convent School

On the 2nd October, fifteen Grade 11s were inducted as the new leaders for Assumption Convent School for 2018. A Valedictory 
Mass for the class of 2017 took place on 12 October in the Church of the Blessed Sacrament, followed by the academic awards 
ceremony in the Convent Hall.

Michael Rua School

A beautiful Farewell Celebration 
was organized for Mrs Laurentina 
Makgotla who retired from Michael 
Rua School, in Walkerville. Mrs Jenny 
Potgieter was invited to attend as 
Mrs Makgotla’s special guest, after all 
the wonderful work done in teaching 
Religious Education.

Holy Rosary School

School News

Mrs B Damhuis (High School Principal) 
with Ms Pelly Malebe, Mrs J Lucas (Head 
of School), and Patricia Zongololo (Head 
Girl). Malebe, a Holy Rosary past pupil, 
was the Guest Speaker at the Prize Giving 
Ceremony.

On World Literacy Day (8th September), 

Holy Rosary School’s Grade 0s and teachers put on a fantastic production, 
‘True Colours’, which showed the audience how “trolls” need to find their true 
colours, and how “fairies” can help them to be happy.
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Holy Rosary High School 
girls and teachers 
celebrated by dressing up 
as their favourite literary 
characters.



St Benedict’s College

On 5 October, St Benedict’s Grade 4 boys 
celebrated the Feast of st Francis of 
assisi – patron saint of animals and the 
environment. The boys brought along 
their pets, ranging from dogs and birds to 
hamsters, to be blessed by Father Thabo 
Mothiba during 
Mass.  Father Thabo 
spoke to the boys 
about loving and 
caring for pets – our 
faithful companions 
in life. 

St Benedict’s College collaborated 
with girls from Holy Rosary School and 
Assumption Convent to stage their 
little shop of horrors. The production 
received rave reviews, with all the singing, 
acting and dancing of an excellent quality 
and the staging absolutely professional.

Sacred Heart College 

In a wonderful 20 year tradition, 
parents of children in the Primary 
School at Sacred Heart College 
presented the Mindworks programme, 
while celebrating the 150th year 
anniversary of Marist education in 
South Africa. There were a number 
of fun and exciting workshops that 
enchanted the children and taught 
them many valuable skills. Principal, 
Mrs Robyn Picas, was delighted with 
the programme.      
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At this Christmas when Christ

comes, will He find a warm heart?

Mark the season of Advent by loving and 

serving the others with God’s own love and 

concern.

Mother Teresa



Dominican Convent School
An energetic and colourful celebration 
marked Heritage Day at Dominican 
Convent School. The wonderful array of 
costumes added flavour to the range of 
lively performances.
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McAuley House School On 19 October the Matric Class of 
2017 attended their very last day of 
school! They began the day with an 
emotional Mass beautifully organised 
by Mrs. Thompson, and celebrated by 
Father Matthew. Mass was followed 
by an Assembly in the hall and a 
scrumptious breakfast shared with 
the Principal and staff.

It certainly was a day filled with 
sad goodbyes, anxiety and a lot of 
excitement for the future that lies 
ahead.

advent is a time of

hopeful longing

prayerful, peaceful penance

Joyful expectation

loving spiritual preparation

Advent is a journey towards 

Bethlehem. May we let ourselves be 

drawn by the light of God made 

man.

Pope Francis

Pope Francis, keen to know how the Church can best 
meet the needs of young people, has called a Synod on 
Youth in 2018. 

  What do you think needs to be done? 

  What are you doing? 

 What difference are you making?



Celebrating the 
Sacraments
It’s that time of year when young people 
from our Catholic Schools receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation. Joyful smiles 
and happy faces are evidence of the 
wonderful celebrations of First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation. 

Holy Rosary School

St Benedict’s College

Sacred Heart College

Dominican Convent School
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Pretoria 
Schools 
News

Learners and teachers from Assumption Convent Primary School visited Alma School for Disabled Children 
for a “Buddy Day”. Everyone had loads of fun together.

Michael Enos, principal at Assumption Convent 
School on Casual Day

RE Teachers retreat

Sports Day at St Paulus Pre and Primary School
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PRINCIPALS’ FORUM
On 2 August the Principals’ Forum was 
held at Iona Convent and at Holy Trinity 
School on 6 September. During these 
meetings heads come together to 
discuss issues that affect their schools 
and to plan for the year ahead. It is always 
wonderful to see how eager each school 
is ready to host any event. 

TEACHERS’ FORUM
Particpants come together to engage in 
activities that enrich their teaching. They 
group according to the different phases, 
getting to know others in their network. 
The teachers’ forum on 12 August was 
hosted by the following schools: 

PRE-SCHOOL ~ Loreto Queenswood
FOUNDATION PHASE ~ CBC Pretoria
INTERSEN PHASE ~ St Paulus
HIGH SCHOOLS ~ Iona Convent

RE SEMINAR
An RE seminar was held on 16 August 
at Dennis Adami Centre. Paul Faller, the 
national coordinator of RE from CIE, 
shared about the recent RE conference 
he attended in Australia and all present 
were inspired by his insight. Jenny 
Potgieter was also present to offer her 
excellent insight into making the RE 
curriculum easily accessible. 

MUSIC FESTIVAL
Both the Foundation and Intermediate 
Phase Festivals were hosted by St Paulus 
Primary on 17 & 18 August respectively. 
The standard of music in our schools 
continue to rise. Most of our primary 
schools attended and provided very 
beautiful musical renditions of extremely 
high quality. It was fabulous to see all 
the schools joining together at the end 
of the program singing the theme song, 
Walking Forward.

We thank the teachers who prepared 
the learners with such great dedication. 
We also thank the learners for their 
commitment in showing off their God 
given talents. Our grateful thanks to the 
Host School for their hospitality and the 
effort they have put into ensuring that 
the two days were such a success. 

RE 
COORDINATORS RETREAT

The retreat was directed by Fr Thabiso 
Clement Ledwaba at Nazareth House 
on 20 October. It was a beautiful 
morning and truly spiritually uplifting 
for the 16 coordinators in attendance. 

The Matric Valedictory Mass was celebrated at 
Tsogo High School on 11 October



Catholic Schools 
Sports Council News

High School
High School events started as soon as 
the three term schools resumed, with 
a golf Tournament that took place at 
Wanderers Club on 11September. Despite 
amazing attention to detail in terms of 
communication and organisation, some 
schools still let our organizers down. 
(This continues to be a sad occurrence 
in our sports programme.) Thank you 
to all the schools that participated and 
huge thanks to St David’s for hosting – an 
outstanding job!  

‘Can’t we play another round?’ one 
player asked at the end of 
the Chess Tournament 
held at Assumption 
Convent School 
on 16 September. 
‘We should have 
a tournament like 
this once a term, 
not once a year,’ two 
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Left to right
Back row: Andrew Mortimer, Mary Parr, Rosa 
Calaça and Julie Rodgers.
Front row: Andre van der Merwe, Adonis Leroy 
Jamela, Trevor Wild, Alistair Petersen and Matthew 
Lydall.
Absent: Trish Frame, Thabang Rakgoale, Elvis 
Ukpong and Anke Pieri (nee Jacobs)

RESULTS

1st St Benedict’s (Team A)

2nd Sacred Heart (Team A)

3rd La Salle College (Team A) 

(Grades 1 – 3)

(Grades 3 – 7)

(Grade 8 – 12)

2018 Committee
Chairperson Mary Parr – St Teresa’s School
Treasurer Andrew Mortimer – De La Salle Holy Cross College
Communications Elvis Ukpong – St David’s Marist Inanda
Diocesan schools rep Adonis Leroy Jamela – St Martin de Porres High School
Foundation phase Team Co-ordinator: Julie Rodgers - De La Salle Holy Cross 

Junior School 
primary school Team Co-ordinator: Andre van der Merwe – Sacred Heart 

College Prep | Trevor Wild – Veritas College Prep
high school Team Co-ordinator: Matthew Lydall – Assumption Convent 

School | Thabang Rakgoale – Sacred Heart College 
|  Alistair Petersen – St Thomas Aquinas School | Trish 
Frame – St Catherine’s School

Catholic Schools Sports Council Committee 2017

The Catholic Schools Sports Council has enjoyed another year of growth and success. 
The Committee meets regularly to organise the programme and visit committee 
members’ schools. In the process we learn about some of the unique characteristic of 
our schools, for example, the traditional bell ringing at St Dominic’s and the delicious 
coffee at Sacred Heart. The CSSC is a splendid team effort, and we particularly 
appreciate the support of our principals and the CSO staff.

of the school coaches said. So this was 
clearly an enjoyable event!

17 teams with many talented players 
from 9 different schools participated. 
The tournament was played in a spirit of 
sportsmanship and friendship, and was 

competitive to the end. 

Congratulations to our individual 
winners, Joshua Murphy (La 
Salle College) and Pragna Singh 
(Assumption Convent School), 
and also to St Benedicts for 

winning the team event.
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U16 basketball was hosted by Sacred Heart College.  Only a few schools participated 
but all the players enjoyed themselves and some very good matches took place. 

Tennis was hosted by Brescia House 
School.  The format that was introduced 
last year was retained so boys and girls 
teams played in separate tournaments.  
Congratulations to the top achieving 
schools:

BOYS GIRLS

Trophy Plate

1st St David’s Brescia House School St Dominic’s 

2nd St Benedict’s De La Salle Holy Cross College Assumption Convent

athletics was a very big and impressive 
event.  It was held at the Germiston 
Stadium and was exceptionally well 
organised and hosted by Holy Rosary 
School (logistics) and Sacred Heart 
College (catering). Well done to all 
participants.

BOYS GIRLS CO-ED

1st De La Salle Holy 
Cross College

St Benedict’s College De La Salle Holy Cross 
College

2nd Assumption Convent 
School

Marist Brothers Linmeyer Marist Brothers Linmeyer

3rd Brescia House 
School

De La Salle Holy Cross 
College

Sacred Heart College



Primary School
The Primary School programme consisted 
of athletics and tennis.  Sincere thanks 
to our host schools: De La Salle Holy Cross 
Junior School and Sacred Heart Prep 
(athletics) and St Teresa’s School (tennis).  

Both athletics meetings were very 
successful, with some fine performances 
from the very capable athletes we 
have in our schools.  A good variety of 
track events made up the programme, 
providing sprinters and middle distance 
athletes with the opportunity to 
showcase their talent.  In the tennis, we 
kept our mixed doubles format, which 
always brings a little intrigue to the day.  
The players responded superbly to the 
challenge of making new friends. 
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Foundation Phase 
The Foundation Phase programme 
also included athletics and tennis.  
Sacred Heart College and St Teresa’s 
School continued to host these events 
respectively.  gala entries have increased 
since last year and we decided to divide 
the participating schools between St 
Catherine’s School and Sacred Heart 
College.  Held in spectacular weather, the 
teams that participated in the galas at 
each of the venues thoroughly enjoyed 
their day in the water and the sun. Cricket 
will still be hosted towards the end of the 
school year, at Sacred Heart College.
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The Season of 
Advent
Advent derives from the Latin adventus 
meaning ‘arrival’ or ‘approach’. This season 
connects us spiritually with God’s plan of 
redemption for the world, through Jesus 
Christ.

During this time, we prepare to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus at his first Advent, 
and we anticipate the return of Christ 
the King in his Second Advent. We 
experience a longing in our hearts as the 
Holy Spirit draws us into ever deepening 
relationship with God as we wait for the 
Christ to restore all things to Himself.

An Advent Song

A Candle is Burning
sung to the tune of “Away in a Manger”

A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,

A candle of HOPE in December’s dark night

While angels sing blessings from heaven’s starry sky,

Our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh.

A candle is burning, a candle of PEACE,

A candle to signal that conflict must cease

For Jesus is coming to show us the way

A message of peace humbly laid in the hay.

A candle is burning, a candle of JOY,

A candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy

Our hearts fill with wonder; our eyes light and glow

As joy brightens us with Love’s wondrous flow.

A candle is burning, a candle of LOVE,

A candle to point us to heaven above

A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth

For Jesus is bringing God’s love to our earth.

Lyrics by Sandra Dean, former Director of Music at Southminster United 
Church in Ottawa, Canada. 

Advent wreath
Make a beautiful Advent wreath. Color 
three candles purple, one candle pink, 
the leaves a pretty shade of green, and 
the bow a bright red to complete this 
scene.

Hint: add a little yellow glitter to the 
flames to make your candles shine.

16

Advent 3 to 24 December
There is a huge variety of resource material available to help make this time a truly 
meaningful experience. Some useful websites for innovative ideas are: 

 https://www.education.com/worksheets/advent/

 http://catechistsjourney.loyolapress.com/2015/12/waiting-and-preparation-
teaching-advent-and-christmas/

 http://engagingfaith.blogspot.com/2010/11/advent-prayers-for-teens.html

 https://www.thereligionteacher.com/advent-prayer-service-ideas-and-tips/

Advent

O Come
O Come
Emmanual


